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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 01/11/2002 through 04/23/2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 17-32 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 17-32 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) £3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) E3 The drawing(s) filed on 1 1 January 2002 is/are: a)K accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)MM b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. E3 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 
- 15)n Acknowledgment1s"made of a claim for domestic priority under~35 U.S.C. §§"120 and/or 121. " 
Attachment(s) 

1 ) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 1 . 6) ^ Other: DETAILED ACTION . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Objections - General 

1. A substitute specification is required pursuant to 37 CFR 1.125(a) because the 
current specification (and the current claims) are replete with grammatical errors and/or 
idiomatic defects, and includes numerous terms/phrases which are neither clear, con- 
cise, or exact. The current specification (and claims) appear to be based upon a literal 
translation of a foreign-language document into the English language. A SUBSTITUTE 
SPECIFICATION IN PROPER IDIOMATIC ENGLISH (INCLUDING THE CLAIMS) IS 
REQUIRED. 

2. A substitute specification filed under 37 CFR 1.125(a) must only contain subject 
matter from the original disclosure and any previously entered amendment under 37 
CFR 1.121. If the substitute specification contains additional subject matter not of re- 
cord, the substitute specification must be filed under 37 CFR 1.125(b) and must be ac- 
companied by: 1) a statement that the substitute specification contains no new matter; 
and 2) a marked-up copy showing the amendments to be made via the substitute speci- 
fication relative to the specification at the time the substitute specification is filed. 

Other Objections - Specification 

3. The specification is further objected to because the multiple references to "Figure 
1" and "Figure 3" appearing throughout the DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE IN- 
VENTION included in the current speciation (Page-6-9, Paragraphs 0021-26) are not 

consistent with the designations of the corresponding five figures (e.g. figures 1a, 1b, 

1c, 3a, and 3b) included in the BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES provided in 
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the current specification (Page 6, Paragraphs 0015-17 and 0019-20), and on the asso- 
ciated figures. Appropriate clarification/correction is required. 

Other Objections - Claims 

4. Claims 17, 22, and 23 are further objected to because it is not clear if the "direc- 
tion of essentially constant curvature" recited therein (Claim 17, Lines 12-13; Claim 22, 
Line 4; Claim 23, Lines 3-4) corresponds to the direction of the cylindrical axis or a di- 
rection orthogonal thereto. Moreover, in claim 17, the limitation of constant curvature 
recited in regard to the surfaces of the at least one first/second optical functional inter- 
face^) recited therein (Claim 17, Lines 5-13) might reasonably appear to be inconsis- 
tent with the limitation aspheric cylinder lens-like geometry subsequently recited therein 
in regard to the surfaces of the aforesaid interface(s) (Claim 17, Line 14-19). Appropri- 
ate clarification/correction is required in regard to each of the aforesaid informalities. 
(e.g. it appears that the unclear phrase "direction of essentially constant curvature" re- 
cited in Claims 17, 22, and 23 could be replaced by the alternative phrase direction par- 
allel to the cylinder axis without changing the original intended meaning of the claims). 
Since the examiner understands the general intent of these claims the lack of clarity en- 
gendered by the informalities therein is being raised here under an objection to the af- 
fected claims rather than by rejections thereto under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



FOR EXAMINA TION PURPOSES ONL Y-ln light of the examiner's objections (above) to independent claim 1 7 the intended mean- 
ing of the phrase "direction of essentially constant curvature'' used therein is interpreted to be consistent with the more exact alterna- 
tive phrase: - - direction parallel to the cylinder axis - - included in the specification. 

6. Applicant's sole independent claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as be- 
ing clearly anticipated by Snyder (US-5636059-A). [EXAMINER'S NOTE: The aforesaid 
patent to Snyder is identified as "D1" in the International Preliminary Examination Re- 
port (PCT/IPEA/409) prepared for International Application PCT/E POO/05935, which 
forms the basis of the present national stage application.] Snyder discloses a system 
for imaging electromagnetic radiation in the optical region of the spectrum (col. 5, In. 24- 
col. 6, In. 6; FIG. 3a; abstract) comprising two lens elements 17 and 23 and a first and a 
second optically functional interface (19 and 25) through which the electromagnetic ra- 
diation can pass (as clearly illustrated in FIG. 3a and FIG. 3b) the first interface 19 and 
the second interface 25 being arranged on two lens elements (17 and 23) and having a 
cylinder lens geometry (column 5, lines 24 to 25) with the result that the direction of 
each interface lies in the interfaces, i.e. direction parallel to the cylinder axis, along 
which the curve of the surface is constant, the cylinder axis of both interfaces being ori- 
entated perpendicular to each other. Snyder further discloses that the cylinder lens ge- 
ometry of the interface is formed by a hyperbolic cylinder section (col. 5, In. 62-col. 6, In. 
1 ) with the result that the interface has aspherical cylinder geometry. Independent claim 
17 is therefore clearly anticipated by Snyder. 

7. .Alternatively, independent claim-1 7 is also rejectable under 35-U.S.G. 102(b) as 

being clearly anticipated by any one of nine other patent documents originally cited (as 

being X-type references for an invention commensurate with what is now independent 
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claim 17 of the instant application) in the International Preliminary Examination Report 
(PCT/ISA/210) prepared for International Application PCT/EP00/05935. The particular 
aspects of each of these nine other documents that clearly anticipate the invention of 
applicants independent claim 17 are summarized below. Each of these documents is 
also identified by the "document numbers" D2 through D10 assigned thereto in the In- 
ternational Preliminary Examination Report. 

D2 Lang (US-5355388-A); Figure 7 and column 10, lines 26 to 33; 

D3 Davenport et al. (EP-0376032-A2); Figure 6 and page 6, lines 42 to 44; 

D4 Nisho et al. (US-5592332-A), Figures 42A and 42B and column 22, lines 50 to 67; 

D5 Lewis (US-5592333-A); Figure 6 and column 7, lines 9 to 48; 

D6 Fulton et al. (US-4036278-A), Figure 2a and column 9, lines 14 to 36; 

D7 Tanaka et al. (US-4736225-A), Figure 16 and column 6, line 61 -column 7, line 2; 

D8 Gelbart (US-5517359-A) Figure 1 and column 3, lines 16 to 25; 

D9 Snyder 1- (US-5844723-A) Figures 1 and 2 and column 2, lines 33 to 62; 

D10 Plessey Co. Ltd. (GB-2220501-A); Figures 5a and 9 and Page 8, Lines 5-12. 

8. The dependent claims 18-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by the same particular combinations of documents D1-D15 cited in 
the International Preliminary Examination Report in regard to rejections of claims 2-16, 
respectively, of PCT/EP00/05935. As noted above, the instant application is a national 
stage entry for the international application PCT/E POO/05935. Claims 1-16 from the in- 
ternational application were replaced with claims 17-32 in a preliminary amendment 
—(filed concurrently filed with the instant-application) simply to place them in conformance 
with current U.S. practice and to eliminate multiple dependencies. No new matter was 
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added in the preliminary amendment. Claims 18 to 32 of the instant application are 
therefore equivalent to claims 2-16 of PCT/EP00/05935 which were rejected in the In- 
ternational Preliminary Examination Report. Claims 18-32 therefore are clearly antici- 
pated by the same particular combinations of documents D1-D15 cited in the Interna- 
tional Preliminary Examination Report in regard to rejections of claims 2-16, therein. 

Other Remarks/Information 

9. For convenience, the examiner has identified each of the aforesaid fifteen docu- 
ments cited in the International Preliminary Examination Report (all of which were in- 
cluded in an information disclosure statement (IDS) provided by applicant) by append- 
ing the references to the appropriate document with the identifiers D1-D15, in the 2 nd - 
leftmost column of the form PTO-1449 submitted with applicant's IDS. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David N. Spector whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1521 . The examiner can normally be reached at this number Monday through Friday 
between 6:00 AM and 2:30 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are un- 
successful, the examiner's supervisor, Georgia Y. Epps, can be reached on (703) 308- 
4883. The fax number for the organization where this application is assigned is (703) 
308-7722. 



July 30, 2003 




Primary Examiner 



